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MAY 
 

We’ve all heard of May Day.  When I was a kid, people would run around a Maypole in 
the park, and there would be dress-up for parties and lots of celebration, although at eight years 
old, I wondered why we never participated.  

 
It was quite a while later that I learned that May Day is a PAGAN holiday. The Soviet 

Union proclaimed it a worker’s holiday. Which sounded pretty good to our unions (then pretty 
powerful), so we invented Labor Day and placed it in September, just about six months later in 
the year, because, while hardly anyone realized May Day was a pagan spring time celebration, 
we were quite certain we didn’t want to do anything “socialistic,” but we sure didn’t want to 
upset our workers. Then hardly anyone realized that the Soviets were not really socialistic,                  
but were simply dictatorial, and had a different nobility. They had become absolutely authoritar-
ian—one of the very things they hated about czarist Russia.  The leaders didn’t hate so much the 
dictatorship, but that they weren’t the dictators under the czar.  Then the people paid for the lie 
about what socialism was, (among other things, it is VERY anti-authoritarian) but they were 
kind of used to having dictators and so the average life wasn’t very much different.  And we     
assumed that “socialism” must mean dictatorship, because the Soviets said they were socialists, 
and we could only see that they were authoritarians who didn’t really help the people. 

 
So what’s the point? Originally, May Day was meant to celebrate Spring.  Life is               

renewed.  We have new beginnings.  And that is what we are looking for also.  Easter (all May 
this year is in Easter season) is also a celebration of new and renewed life, of new beginnings, 
of change from the past and starting fresh.  And that is what our congregation looks forward to.  
We will let go of the past and start fresh, and who knows just what will go and what will start 
and what will be totally done over.  We wait for the moment when it begins with eagerness and 
hopefulness.   

 
And some of us wait with a little fear and trepidation.  What will it mean for each of us 

as individuals?  More time? More money?  
 
Quite possibly both, but more energy most certainly.  Have you GOT any more energy?  

Maybe the time we spend on worry or frustration would be better spent doing something useful.  
Help with the counting offerings on Sundays.  Pick up loose paper on the grounds when you see 
it.  Have you noticed the Wish List in the Gazette? Contribute toward something on it.  Build 
enthusiasm for getting something done. Decide not to leave whatever you think needs doing for 
someone else, but be determined to do it yourself!  Do you think you don’t have gifts?  Jesus 
tells us we have all the gifts we need when we work with Him. Maybe you don’t think you can 
do a thing mostly because you really haven’t tried. 

 
This is May! Let’s celebrate the Lord and let’s build His Kingdom! 
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 FROM THE DEACON'S  DESK  

"He is risen" Easter Day has come but it is not gone.  We are now enjoying the Easter season.   
Let us use this time to reflect, give thanks, and find some joy.  This is hard when there is so much  
unkindness, distrust, and intolerance.  We have brothers and sisters fighting for their very lives in the 
Ukraine and we watch every day the evil being showered on them by the Russian dictator Putin and 
his army.  We see in our own lives and in this community and country what evil can create even in the 
best of us, but wait, there is Easter the Risen Lord, He has conquered death, died, and rose again.  He 
died for us so we can live with the hope of a better today.  Let us remember to "love one another as I 
have loved you".  Let us continue our prayers for the Ukrainian people, the world, our country, our 
community throughout the Easter Season.  Let us never lose sight of the light and the sign of the Holy 
Spirit and peace, the Dove.  
 
We welcomed our brothers from Ascension by the Sea at our Holy Week services.  POP knows how 
hard it is to lose a Pastor and Father Tom and Fred will be missed very much by both churches.   
Ascension has become a meaningful part of our church family.  We all realize it is for Father Tom's 
health and wish him and Fred our love, blessings, and continued prayers as they prepare to move to 
Portugal.  God be with them.   Barbara Davis is in stage one Hospice and is at her son's house.   
Remember her as well as Kathy and Karl in prayer.  We need to continue praying for Maxie, Pat 
Wisniewski, and Debbie.   
 
We give a shout out to Roberta for coordinating the Easter Brunch.  Thanks to all who contributed 
food.  It was joyous.  The Agape dinner/worship was very meaningful even though the pot pies were 
under cooked and soggy.  The Good Friday Worship at 3 p.m. had good attendance and it was nice 
having Father Tom preaching.   Easter Worship was joyous.  
 
On May 1st our worship will be at 10 a.m. The council is moving along and Chuck is doing a great 
job.  Thanks Chuck for all you do.  We are still waiting news from the Synod about a new Pastor. 
Meanwhile we keep praying.  With our snowbirds now home our attendance is down but our faith and 
trust in God is strong. Bible studies are continuing at the usual times.  Our commitment to community 
is strong.  Family Promise will be coming for a stay starting April 24th- May 8th.  Listen to the  
announcements as to where we will meet for Bible study.  Deacon Carol with the help of Deacon 
Carmen and Sandy has been making trips to House of Hope with food and to LAHIA with food and 
clothes.  We will be doing another food drive in May.  We will have a Memorial Day Picnic at POP 
on May 30th at 12 p.m.  Let us continue to keep God's work using our hands boldly, passionately, and 
with love. 
  
ON MAY 1, 2022 OUR WORSHIP WILL BEGIN AT 10 A.M. SO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!    
 
Joy and Peace, 
Deacons Carmen and Carol    
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March 2022 Financial Facts and Figures: 
 
Mary Lazo reports that our average Sunday Worship attendance for March was 27. 
 
Checkbook Balance February 28, 2022  $  24,496.28 
 
 General Fund Income:     $  19,049.00 
 Dedicated Accounts Income:    $           0.00 
 
    Total Income    $  19,049.00 
  
 General Fund Expenses:     $  11,058.64 
 Dedicated Accounts Expenditures:  $           0.00   
 
    Total Expenditures:   $  11,058.64 
 
 Payroll Liabilities:      $       189.54 
 
     
Checkbook Balance March 31, 2022   $  32,297.10 
 
 Less Dedicated Account Balance:  $  15,604.24 
 
General Fund Balance:      $  16,692.86 

Upcoming lessons: 
 

May 1  —  Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 30, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19 
 
May 8  —  Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17, John 10:22-30 
 
May 15  —  Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1-6, John 13:31-35 
 
May 22  —  Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5, John 14:23-29 
 
May 29  —  Acts 16:16-34, Psalm 97, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21, John 17:20-26 

 

 Lectors in May      1    Roberta Virta 
                  8    Rich Weigel 
                     15    Pete Jackson 
              22    Karen Moeller 
               29    Sandy Budzinski 
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CHRISTMAS IN JUNE 

Ask Mary for more information! 

A sample of a craft 

A poem or story about yourself 

A prayer 

A song 

Something for the kitchen 

A $25 gift certificate for Family Promise or Altar supplies 

Bring a friend, tell them about all the things Prince of Peace does. 

I AM ASKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP ME. 

Please call me at 772-341-3553 to let me know if you will help. 

THANK YOU 

Mary Lazo V.P council 

 

 
Esther Circle 

 
Esther  Circle will be meeting on Thursday May 12th at 10 a.m. after we will be going to 
Lunch at Alice's.  There was no meeting in April because of Holy Week and Agape Dinner/
Worship.  Esther Circle along with Altar Guild sponsored the dinner for Maundy Thursday. 
 
 
Peace, 
Carol 
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May 19 - Sandy Budzinski 

 

In Our Prayers 

 

Jim Barnett (David Willey’s friend) 
Lyn Connor (POP friend) 
Jean Mahoney (POP friend) 
Sue Saullo (Pastor Bob’s sister) 
 

Our Church Family 

Family and Friends 

Barbara Davis, Dorothea Loos, Patricia Marquis, Karen Moeller,  
Maxie Rutherford, Deb Williamson, Pat Wisniewski 

We at POP wish you a blessed day.   
For those we have overlooked, please forgive us. 

If you would like to be included next year, 
 please notify Karen in the church office. 

Visit Us at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Stuart, Florida 

 
 
 

 
 
 
If you are looking for a church family or know someone who is, please visit us at Prince of 
Peace.  To learn more about Prince of Peace and what to expect when you join us for 
worship, visit our website at www.princeofpeacelutheranstuart.org. We look forward to 
welcoming you for worship and fellowship.  To be added to our monthly Gazette email list, 
please email us at PrinceofPeaceStuart@yahoo.com or call our office at (772) 692-1171.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30  
 

31     

       

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Council  
Meeting 

 

Family Promise  
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5:30 pm 
BYOMeal 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Gather Study 

10:00 am 
Gather Study 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

5:30 pm 
BYOMeal 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Gather Study 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Esther Circle 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship  

 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

5:30 pm 
BYOMeal 
Bible Study 

5:30 pm 
BYOMeal 
Bible Study 

BBQ at Noon 
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The Shepherd’s Group 

2022 Prince of Peace Lutheran Council 

Chuck Talleur (914) 388-0371  ctalleur@aol.com 

 President  
 

Mary Lazo (772) 232-6079 marycareylazo@gmail.com 

 Vice President  
  

Jodi Dudeney  (772) 349-0692 jldportstlucie@aol.com 

 Treasurer    

   

Sandy Budzinski (772) 286-1641  sanbudzinski@hotmail.com  

 Secretary 
 

Carol Heiss (772) 692-7703 heissc97@yahoo.com 
 

Barbara Collier (772) 692-1397 
 

Committees 
 

Worship and Music  —  Deacon Carol Heiss     
 

Nurture and Service — Mary Lazo, Roberta Virta     
 

Finance & Stewardship — Jodi Dudeney, Chuck Talleur 
 

Evangelism & Outreach — Sandy Budzinski 
 

Property — Chuck Talleur, Rich Weigel, David Willey    
 

Education — Pastor Bob Riedel 
 

Fellowship — Barbara Collier 
 

Memorial Fund — Sandy Budzinski 
 

Nominating Committee — Mary Lazo, Karen Moeller, Pat Weigel     
 

Audit Committee — David Willey, Barry Pearson, Roberta Virta,  
 

Pastor 
 

Pastor Bob Riedel (772) 444-3048 / 561-222-3006 Cell RevdBob@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE 
 

772-692-1171   princeofpeacestuart@yahoo.com    

www.princeofpeacelutheranstuart.org 

Welcoming, Loving, Faithful, Committed to Christ 

You can call these people from our church family if you need guidance in any of these areas.  

Counseling Pastor Bob 772-444-3048 Home / 561-222-3006 Cell 

Social Security Roberta Virta 772-692-2792 Home 

Legal/Notary Carmen Riedel 772-444-3048 Home 
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A gift from Chuck Talleur 

 

Chuck’s Comedy Corner... 

An 80 year old lady gets married for the 4th time. 

This time to a funeral director. 

The local paper does a story on her and they ask her about her previous marriages. 

She tells them that at 20 she married a bank manager, at 40 a ringmaster, at 60 a pastor and at 

80 a funeral director. 

The reporter asks her why? 

1 for the money, 2 for the show, 3 to get ready and 4 to go. 

 

One Sunday morning in church… 

 

... as Pastor Smith is about to deliver his sermon he asks the congregation how many of them 

managed to read Mark Chapter 17 as he'd asked them to the previous Sunday. 

Almost all hands in the church went up. 

"Very well," Pastor Smith continued. "By the way, Mark only has 16 chapters, and the topic 

of today's sermon shall be lying." 

Happy 90th 
Chuck! 



May 2022 

 

 

Support Prince of Peace Through 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS  
 

Please consider buying SCRIP cards for your weekly 
shopping, dining and gasoline needs. A percentage of each 
card sold goes back to Prince of Peace and there is no 
additional cost to you.  
 

Check out all of the participating vendors listed on our website at 
www.princeofpeacelutheranstuart.org (located under the Giving tab).  
 

SCRIP cards are available for purchase from Pat Weigel phone # 530-721-2991.  
The order forms & payment are to be returned on the FIRST Sunday of every month.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Simply Giving 
 

Through Simply Giving, your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your bank account. You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift — weekly, semi-monthly or monthly. Your gift 
payment is deposited into Prince of Peace’s bank account on the same 
day it is withdrawn from your account. 
 

Simply Giving is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It allows you 
to share your gifts through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing 
stewardship. Because your gift is given consistently, you won’t feel the need to play “catch-up” 
at year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. Prince of Peace 
benefits from steady, more predictable revenues throughout the year, more efficient 
bookkeeping, and greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments. 
 

How do I participate?  Call the church office at 772-692-1171 to sign up today.  

 

Fundraiser Bulletin Board 

 Pay off our mortgage $37,000 
 Raise the church sign $30,000 and make it digital $10,000 
 Fix the sprinkler system $TBD 
 Remove rust and paint the wrought iron $5,000 
 
 

2022 Prince of Peace Wish List 



May 2022 

 

 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS AND UPDATES FOR MAY 2022 
 
 Thank you to all the generous members of Prince of Peace for your donations of $400 in 
gift cards in April for the families served by Family Promise of Martin County.  The gift cards 
were purchased through our Scrip Sunday drive so Prince of Peace gets a donation as do the 
families who receive the cards.  I delivered the cards during Holy Week which probably  
brightened a family’s Easter.  
 

Due to the steep price increases at the gas pump, the gas cards were very much                      
appreciated.  The list of gas stations which participate through Scrip has expanded so many      
other stations are now included.  The van donated through United Way also needs gas to operate 
with the day-to-day activities of the Day Center.  

 
For those who met Kanisha and her son who stayed at POP during December, I ran into 

her at the Day Center as I delivered the gift cards.  She and Jayden moved into the Promise 
House a few weeks earlier and she said it was awesome.  They are doing well and will stay at 
Promise House until a permanent home can be found.   

 
Our next host rotation will be Sunday, April 24th to Sunday May 8th.  Owen, Elizabeth, 

and Zack will be returning.  They are staying in the congregational rotation until Elizabeth              
finishes the school year, after which they may be transferring their jobs and moving to the               
Tallahassee/Alabama area where rents are more affordable.   More information will be shared as 
it becomes available.  

 
For those of you on Facebook (now META) please check out Family Promise of Martin 

County on the site.  Type “Family Promise of Martin County” by the little magnifying glass 
which will take you to their page.  You can scroll through the photos to follow the development 
of the program, hiring the staff, the Bed Races, as well as meeting the families.  There is also a 
picture of Case Manager April with me delivering gift cards in December.   

 
On Palm Sunday Family Promise staff, guest families, and several congregations             

participated in a Prayer Walk through East Stuart.  What a blessing to have our community pray 
over our Ministry, Day Center, and Staff as we work to serve children and families experiencing 
homelessness. The Facebook posts will also keep you updated on opportunities to volunteer, 
help, and serve.   

 
Please continue to pray for these families and all the volunteers serving.  Thank you for 

your continued support and the opportunity to serve as representative and Host Coordinator for 
Prince of Peace.   

 
Roberta Virta,  
Host Coordinator  (772) 692-2792 
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Financial Status and Update 

 

 I am writing concerning the POP income so far this year.  I was getting concerned during 
January and February about being able to support our Budget for this year.  According to the 
budget that was approved at the December 2021 Congregational Meeting our monthly income 
goal is $13,441.67.  In January and February, we were short about $3,700 each month.   
However, in March our income was over $3,200 above the monthly goal and thus cut our  
shortage down considerably.  The even better news was that our bills and expenses were  
reduced for all 3 months, so our check book balance has increased since the start of this year.  
Just as a reminder though, the first quarter of each year is traditionally where we have the largest 
Snow-Bird support.   
 
 May is also the 2nd month of the 2nd quarter of our fiscal year so we will be having our  
Insurance Fund Drive again on the second Sunday in May, or May 8th.  Just to remind you, our 
insurance budget is $36,650 for the year.  In the first quarter we received $3,010 of support for 
our insurance costs.  Our building insurance and liability are determined in early July each year 
and all the news indicates there are significant increases coming.  Those items account for one 
third of our insurance costs, with Personnel insurance being the balance.  Our Insurance Fund 
envelopes will be handed out on 1 May with the intent of receiving them back on 8 May.   
 
 I would like to provide a big THANK YOU, for the Ukraine Support given this year.  We 
received $1,460.00 in the first quarter, which has all been forwarded on to the ELCA Disaster 
Response program where it will be increased by their matching funds program.  Another $230 
has been received already in April.  Please keep up those good deeds!  My goal is to get all 
funds received for ELCA Disaster Response or World Hunger forwarded on within 2 weeks of 
receipt.   
 
 I want to make one comment on the Scrip program.  It does not fall under the supervision of 
the Financial Secretary, but since my wife Pat is the contact for Scrip and I do her computer 
work, I get involved.  Pat and I will not be in Florida from 24 May thru 7 June, so there will be 
no orders accepted the first Sunday in June.  So if you know you want some Scrip cards for 
June, please order them with your May order which will be collected on 1 May 2022.   
 
Rich Weigel, Financial Secretary 

 


