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THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS 

 

Do you think of Thanksgiving Day, followed immediately by Advent, as part of the Christmas 
season? It would be hard not to, for me. While Thanksgiving Day is actually a secular 
“holiday,” proclaimed as such by government, it does reflect the fact that once even our                
government recognized that it was subject to God, and that we should be thankful to God for 
everything we have. 

Thanksgiving Day as we have it today became officially assigned as the fourth Thursday in    
November as late as 1941, when Franklin Roosevelt signed it into law, but presidents had been 
officially proclaiming a Thanksgiving day for a lot longer.  Some of us may remember (from 
history classes) that Abraham Lincoln declared that it officially fell on the last Thursday of            
November and that George Washington, in 1789 was the first president to declare, at Congress’  
direction, that it would be held then, or that the Continental Congress in 1777 declared it before 
the Constitution itself was accepted.  Churches quite naturally have honored the national                  
commitment. 

But Christmas is a much more important Day of Thanksgiving. At Christmas we give thanks for 
the greatest gift anyone has ever received: the gift of God’s own Son. The gift of the Kingdom 
of Heaven which costs God Himself His own Son. The gift of life eternal, which comes at the 
cost of His own Son’s life, and His being bound to human flesh. Imagine how enormous,                  
almost unthinkable, such a gift is. 

O Lord, it is amazing, even frightening to 
realize how great Your love must be for us 
to be so cherished by You.  Give us the                 
humility to accept Your grace without         
imagining we could ever deserve it. Thank 
you for the hope you give to us of being 
with You in Your Kingdom.  Thank you for 
the gift of Your Son, Whom we love with 
all our hearts. Help us to love You above all 
things, and our neighbors--all of them--as 
we love our own selves. Help us to grasp,            
to understand, how wonderful it is to be            
beloved by You.  In Jesus’ Name we pray. 
Amen. 



September Financial Facts & Figures: Upcoming lessons: 

Lectors in December  

In Our Prayers 

The Shepherds Group 

 

Mary Lazo reports that our average Sunday  
Worship attendance for October was 19. 
 
Checkbook Balance September 30, 2022  
     $    8,837.76 
 
General Fund Income:  $    9,215.00 
SCRIP and Enjoyment book: $       140.00 
Lutheran World Hunger:  $           0.00 
Dedicated Accounts Income: $           0.00 
 
Total Income    $    9,355.00 
  
General Fund Expenses:  $  13,872.37 
Dedicated Account Expenditures: $           0.00   
 
Total Expenditures:   $  13,872.37 
 
Payroll Liabilities:   $       107.47 
     
Checkbook Balance October 31, 2022  
     $    4,212.92 
 
Less Dedicated Account Balance: $  15,604.24 
 
General Fund Balance:  $ -11,391.32  
 

+ 10/30/22 O/S Deposit  $    2,750.00 
 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 4       Roberta Virta 
11      Peter Jackson 
18      Sal Rossi 
25      Sandy Budzinski 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Our Church Family: 
Barbara Davis, Mary Lazo, Dorothea Loos,  
Patricia Marquis, Karen Moeller, Maxie Rutherford,  
Marianne Soltis, Chuck Talleur, Deb Williamson 

 

Family and Friends: 
Sue Saullo (Pastor Bob’s sister),                                            
Patricia Bezaire, Jody Fredrick, Sally Watson, Hanna 
Spears (David Willey’s friends) 

 
December 4  —  Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19,  
     Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 11  —  Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10 
                              James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11 
 
December 18  —  Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
                  Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 25  —  Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 97 
       Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
 
_____________________________________________ 
If you are looking for a church family or know someone 

who is, please visit us at Prince of Peace.   
 

To learn more about Prince of Peace and what to 

expect when you join us for worship, visit our  

website at www.princeofpeacelutheranstuart.org. 
  

We look forward to welcoming you for worship and  

fellowship.  To be added to our monthly Gazette email 

list, please email us at PrinceofPeaceStuart@yahoo.com 

or call our office at (772) 692-1171.  

_____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

You can call these people from our church family if you need 
guidance in any of these areas.  
 

Counseling  

Pastor Bob       
 

 

Social Security 
Roberta Virta   
 

Legal/Notary 
Carmen Riedel  
______________________________________________ 

December 8 - Barbara Collier 

December 9 - David Willey 

December 31 - Patricia Marquis 

 
We at POP wish you a blessed day.   

For those we have overlooked, please forgive us. 
If you would like to be included next year, 

 please notify the church office. 

Happy Birthday in December 

 The family and friends of Patricia Wisniewski                 

as she entered Life Triumphant on November 17   

 



2022 Church Council 

Simply Giving 

Committees 

 
 

David Willey        President 
   
Mary Lazo            Vice President  
  
Jodi Dudeney        Treasurer    
 
Sandy Budzinski   Secretary 
  
Carol Heiss 
 
Barbara Collier  
 
Chuck Talleur 
_____________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Worship and Music  —  Deacon Carol Heiss     
 
Nurture and Service — Mary Lazo, Roberta Virta     
 
Finance & Stewardship — Jodi Dudeney 
 
Evangelism & Outreach — Sandy Budzinski 
 
Property — David Willey    
 
Education — Pastor Bob Riedel 
 
Fellowship — Barbara Collier 
 
Memorial Fund — Sandy Budzinski 
 
Nominating Committee — Mary Lazo, Karen Moeller 
 
Audit Committee —  
David Willey, Barry Pearson, Roberta Virta  
 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Bob Riedel  
 
 
 

 

772-692-1171    
princeofpeacestuart@yahoo.com    
www.princeofpeacelutheranstuart.org 
 
Welcoming, Loving, Faithful, Committed to Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider buying SCRIP/RaiseRight cards  
for your weekly shopping, dining and gasoline needs.   
A percentage of each card sold goes back to  
Prince of Peace and there is no additional cost to you.  
 
SCRIP/RaiseRight cards are available for purchase  
on the first Sunday of the month.  The order forms & 
payment are to be returned on the FIRST Sunday of  
every month. www.RaiseRight.com   
See Roberta for more information! 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Through Simply Giving, your gifts are made through a 
pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account.  
You determine the frequency of your automatic gift — 
weekly, semi-monthly or monthly. Your gift payment               
is deposited into Prince of Peace’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account. 
 
Simply Giving is a reliable, safe way to move your 
stewardship plan into action. It allows you to share     
your gifts through planned giving and activates your 
generosity into ongoing stewardship. Because your gift 
is given consistently, you won’t feel the need to play 
“catch-up” at year-end or worry about forgotten               
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 
 
Prince of Peace benefits from steady, more  
predictable revenues throughout the year,  
more efficient bookkeeping, and greater  
confidence in meeting its financial commitments. 
 
How do I participate?  Call the church office at  
772-692-1171 to sign up today.  
_________________________________________ 

 
 Wish List 2022 

Pastor 

Church Office 

Support Prince of Peace 
Through RAISERIGHT 
Gift Cards!   

 Pay off our mortgage $30,000 
 



 
 

Happy New Year!   Advent is here: a time of hope 
and anticipation. We lost a dear family friend,               
Pat Wisniewski.  Her memorial service will be at 
POP December 3rd at 2 p.m.  Pat has been a long 
time member of POP and she will be missed.   
Two weeks before she died her granddaughter  
came for a visit and brought her to worship.   
Her son came down and brought her to worship  
Sunday, November 13th and she went home to the 
Father on November 17th.   
 
A big thanks to Carmen, Joseph, and Sandy for 
cleaning the Sanctuary and the back rooms.  We 
were hoping more people would show up to help.  
December 4th we will be decorating the church for 
Christmas.  It will follow our Sunday Worship.  
Please make every effort to stay and help.     
 
Advent mid-week services began November 30th.              
It is a BYOM and starts at 5:30 p.m. with worship at 
6:30 p.m.  We have invited Immanuel Lutheran 
Church to join us.   
 
We are meeting with Immanuel and are discussing 
how we can help each other grow.  Council has been 
working hard and the finance committee needs                 
everyone to return your yellow cards in order to plan 
next year’s budget. These cards also let council 
know what you are willing to help with and where 
your talents and interests are.  These are things               
POP needs in order to plan for the 2023 year.   
 
Our Thanksgiving Eve Service was well attended; 
we enjoyed sharing our thanks in worship and praise.  
Fellowship afterwards consisted of pie and coffee.  
Everyone had a good time.   
 
Esther Circle met and Pastor and I were the only 
ones to show up.  I am going to see if we could go to 
Immanuel's WELCA group.  I hope everyone keeps 
focused on the Light of Christ this season.  We have 
been blessed with so many beautiful treasures the 
most important is God's Grace and Unconditional 
Love.  Let us spread that joy and light to everyone 
we meet every day.  It can be catching.  Let us also 
remember God's work our hands, going forward 
boldly and with love.  Hope your Christmas is              
joyous. 
 
Peace and love from your Deacons, 
Carmen and Carol 

 
NEWEST EXICITING NEWS:  Family Promise of 
Martin County has a fully executed contract for the 
purchase of the Day Center!!!  The Capital                   
Campaign to raise the funds necessary for the                  
purchase is going well. Also going well is a Master 
Lease grant for a 10-unit apartment building to serve 
as transitional housing. Keep our families and                
Family Promise’s efforts to better serve them in your 
prayers!  It is working!!! 

 
Prince of Peace hosted a Christmas Party for                  
families being served by Family Promise. Parents 
and children showed up on November 4th to make 
Christmas ornaments for a tree displayed with others 
from several of the charitable organizations in             
Martin County.  The trees are set up at the Martin 
County Fair Grounds for everyone to visit and enjoy.  
The theme for the Family Promise tree is the Polar 
Express. The children painted ornaments of trains, 
snowmen, snowflakes, etc.  After a supper of pizza 
the children were able to take one of their decorated 
ornaments home with them. 

 
The latest family to be part of the shelter rotation is 
Jennifer, a mother with her ten-year-old son, Luke.  
She fled an abusive/alcoholic husband and stayed at 
Safe Space for a while.  She is struggling to get back 
on her feet, but working at Dollar Tree and dog 
grooming/pet sitting is not enough to pay rent.  She 
wanted to come into shelter to save money and find 
better employment.  Prince of Peace’s next hosting                 
is in January.  We look forward to having Jennifer 
and Luke join us for two weeks at that time.   

 
Remember Family Promise on your Christmas                
giving list.  Contributions can be made to the            
organization or to the Capital Campaign toward the 
purchase of the Day Center; gift cards can be            
donated to be disbursed directly to families in need; 
supplying food and/or snacks to the families we 
host; and, giving your time to the organization.  If 
you wish to help please don’t hesitate to give me a 
call.  May God’s blessings and peace be with you 
all. 

 
Roberta Virta, Host Coordinator 
(772) 692-2792 
        

From the Deacon’s Desk Family Promise News and Updates 
December 2022 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

 December 2022 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 
 
 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Council  
Meeting 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Esther Circle 
Gather Study 
 

10:00 am 
Traditional  
Worship 

 

10:00 am 

Traditional  

Worship 

 

5:30 pm 

BYOMeal 

Bible Study 

5:30 pm 

BYOMeal 

6:30 pm 

Advent  

Worship 

5:30 pm 

BYOMeal 

6:30 pm 

Advent  

Worship 

5:30 pm 

BYOMeal 

6:30 pm 

Advent  

Worship 

10:00 am 

Christmas 

Day Service 

 

6:30 pm 

Christmas 

Eve Service 



Buy your enjoyment book today! 

Only 3 left! 
 

You pay only $35 and the church receives $10 for each book sold.  
This is a great fund-raiser for the church. 

There are many BOGO deals along with many 50% discounts on different services 




